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Administrator's Corner

Happy Spring Pole Green families! I hope everyone 
enjoyed a much needed and relaxing spring break. 
These final months we have some great family events 
planned!
 
Our annual Science night will be taking place on April 
22nd. Please be on the look out of this event.  This 
event is fun, with plenty of hands on activities for the 
kids (and parents!). 

We will be having several amazing spirit nights in April 
Gelati Celeste, Stevie B’s and McDonalds.  

We will also be holding the 2021-2022 PTA executive 
board elections in April.  

Thank you for your continued support. Remember it’s 
not too late to volunteer and/or join the PTA! I look 
forward to seeing many of you at our upcoming events! 

Sincerely,
Stephanie Beardslee 
PGES PTA President 
president@polegreenpta.org

Ms. Rhonda Voorhees, Principal

For absences please call the 
ATTENDENCE LINE 365-4714

President’s Message
March included a lot of fun for our students! First, we 
enjoyed our BoosterThon Dance Fit on March 18.  
Thank you for your support for needed funds to 
purchase student materials, books, and manipulatives.  
Our students benefit from these materials, and the 
teachers love the additional resources for student 
learning.  Then, we enjoyed a virtual Family Fitness 
Night on March 25. We hope your family found some 
time to enjoy the exercises together.

April showers bring May flowers!  Springtime is here, 
and the students are enjoying the changes in our 
weather.  Please remember as the temperatures 
increase, the school dress code should be followed.  
Students need to wear appropriate shoes for playing 
at recess and P.E.  If students wear shoes with an 
open heel (sandals, flip flops, clogs, etc.), they will not 
be permitted to participate in certain activities or 
access recess equipment due to safety concerns.  
Girls should wear shirts that have a one-inch width 
band across the shoulder and that do not expose the 
midriff.  Backless or spaghetti strap shirts or dresses 
are not considered appropriate for school, unless you 
have a shirt under or sweater on.  Shorts should be 
longer than a student’s fist hanging by their side.



Students will enjoy Spring Break, April 5-9.  The PGES teachers have voted for an end of year celebration in place of a 
spring celebration before Spring Break.  Teachers will coordinate such activities through the class parent(s).  Unfortunately, 
parents at this time are still not able to join in such activities.

Our students a virtual Science night on April 22.  Each grade level will share a fun and easy activity or experiment for you 
to conduct with your child.  Teachers look forward to hearing about their fun and learning!

Administrator's Corner (continued)

SOL Testing
As of March 2021, the Virginia Department of 
Education is planning for SOL testing for students 
across the state.  The tests will provide schools 
data about student progress, and also provide 
elementary students the experience of online 
testing.

Parents, below is the SOL testing schedule for May-
June SOL tests.  Testing will begin at 8:30a.m. each 
day. We are sharing the schedule in advance to 
help you with planning for your child’s dates of 
testing.  If you have SOL test questions, please 
contact Mrs. Elizabeth Verlander, Assistant 
Principal, everlander@hcps.us or 365-4700.
 

SOL TESTING 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

Reading May 17 & 18
May 13 & 
14 May 11 & 12

Math May 24 & 25 May 27 May 26
Social Studies - 4th only  May 20  
Science - 5th only   May 19

BINGO
Thank you to all the Gator families that joined us on Friday night for BINGO. Prizes were won, food was 
eaten and a good time was had by all. 
Please join us for another exciting BINGO night Friday, April 23. We will have a limited amount of Chick-
fli-A items for sale, first come first serve (spicy chicken sandwich, chicken sandwich, nuggets, and 
cookies). Keep a look out for more information to come.
We hope to see you there. Gator Strong! 



Happy April and Happy Spring!
 
As we begin to finish up our regular scheduled classroom guidance lessons, students will be given two extra classroom 
lessons on Career Exploration. Career lessons in elementary school? That's right! Career Exploration is one of the 3 School 
Counseling domains in which we have to cover during our classroom lessons. Students will not only discuss what they 
would like to be when he or she grows up, but they also will be able to identify different career clusters, and the 
occupations offered under those clusters. It is never to early to start exploring your future! A future career goal allows 
students to work that much harder in school because they have something to work toward. 
 
In addition to these lessons, 4th and 5th grade students will be taking career interest surveys and saving them to their 
"Career Counseling" folder in Google Drive. This folder will follow them through the 12th grade. Your student's future 
school counselors and career counselors will utilize and add on to the folder as he or she continues on through Hanover 
County Schools. 
 
Several small groups will still be offered between now and the end of the school year for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades. 5th 
grade will receive some small group extra lock practice time in addition to the classroom lesson practice.
 
Attention 5th grade parents and caregivers! Important news regarding Middle School! 
 
At this time, I have completed all registration meetings! Remember, if there are changes to be made, please email me 
before the end of May. Students will not receive their actual 6th grade schedule until the week before school starts. Please 
stay tuned and follow Oak Knoll on social media in order to get updates regarding 6th grade transition events. 
Unfortunately due to Covid, we cannot tour the middle schools in person. However, all Hanover middle schools will 
provide a "virtual tour" for students to still have the opportunity to see inside of the school. 
 
Also, 5th grade parents: Please SAVE THE DATE! Tuesday, June 15th, Pole Green Elementary will hold a 5th Grade 
Promotion Celebration. More details to come, but please make sure to go ahead and mark your calendars!
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Sydney Hobbs, MEd, NCC
School Counselor
Pole Green Elementary School
804-365-4705

Counselor's Corner



Did you know…PGES provides signs and messages in 
multiple languages (24!!) and translates communications 
and provides interpreters as needed? 
Pole Green Elementary School provides different items 
including posters, weekly and daily communications as 
needed in multiple languages including Spanish, Arabic, 
and Korean. PGES strives to be all inclusive and will 
provide interpreters or will translate communications as 
needed. If you see a family in need, point them to the 
front office and PGES staff can aid in making sure 
everyone is understood. PGES does its best to recognize 
and respect diversity whether it is cultural, ethnic, 
religious, or socioeconomic).  If any family is in need of 
help communicating in the school, PGES is there to help!

Did you know…how PGES helps families understand how 
they can support their child’s learning?
Pole Green Elementary School teachers as well as our 
Principal, Ms. Voorhees, sends out weekly 
communications to the parents of the class as well as the 
entire school. In these communications, the teachers 
share how the parents can help support their child’s 
learning. It could be by reading together at night, 
practicing some math problems, or even just talking 
about what your child is learning – PGES wants to help 
families understand how to support their children.

Did you know…PGES uses technology to help meet the 
needs of today’s students?
Never has it been clearer how PGES uses technology to 
meet our students’ needs then in the spring of 2020. 
PGES stepped up and used the technology tools they had 
to go above and beyond to help keep our children 
learning.  The children who are back in-person continue 
to use technology in their classrooms – whether it be the 
teacher using their Smart Board to teach the students or 
the students using classroom computers to write a report, 
PGES meets the needs of students today through the use 
of technology.

Did you know…you can bring your child to a parent 
teacher conference?
Pole Green Elementary School includes students as active 
participants in discussions of expectations and work 
quality. Not only do teachers discuss these things with 
their students in the classroom, when they have parent 
teacher conferences, students may be included in these 
as well. We want your student to know what is expected 
of them and their work quality.

Did you Know?



Community Programs

President – Amber Hancock
Vice President – 
Treasurer – Amy Chalmers 
Recording Secretary – Nia Gibson 
Corresponding Secretary – 

I want to take a moment to say thank you to all of the face-to-
face as well as OWL school and homeschool families who are 
helping us to raise money for our school by sending participating 
in our Box Tops, Coke Codes, Amazon Smile, Little Entenmanns 
Recycling, Pop Top Tab collection, and Printer Ink cartridge 
recycling programs!  By taking the time to send in your 
trash/recycling items, scanning your grocery receipts, and doing 
your amazon shopping on the smile app you are helping us to 
raise money to support our students!  
The highlight of this month is Box Tops. As you know the box tops 
program has changes over the last year and a half.  We no longer 
need to clip the box tops off of our items and remember to send 
them to school.  Instead you just download the free app and then 
scan your receipt using your phone’s camera within 14 days of 
your purchase.  That is all you have to do, and the app will find all 
of your Box Tops items and give credit to the school of your 
choices (Pole Green of course!)  Don’t forget to send in any of the 
old type of Box Tops that you may have still floating around your 
house, as long as they are not expired, they are still good and we 
will take care of them for you.  

KindergaKindergartenrten
 2019-2020 PTA 
Executive Board 
Nominations

Spirit Nights
Pole Green Gators have spirit, yes they do! Gators have spirit, 
how about you? 

You may have noticed an increase in our Spirit Nights this year - 
we have been lucky to partner with local restaurants and 
businesses on a near weekly basis. This increase has bolstered 
financial support for the PTA in a year when traditional 
fundraising has been sidelined and we are so grateful for the 
generosity of these community partners during such difficult 
times.

We also want to give a shout out of thanks to the PGES 
community for coming out to support both the PTA and the 
businesses we have teamed up with. Did you know these Spirit 
Nights are also a way to bring patrons to their businesses? That’s 
a double win!

It has been exciting to bring a mix of old favorites and new 
businesses to our Spirit Night events and we hope you’ll continue 
to enjoy and attend all those we have scheduled. Make sure to 
keep an eye on your email or Facebook for upcoming events and 
details.

Thank you again for showing your PTA spirit! 

-Did you know sunscreen has an 
expiration date? Sunscreen's 
effectiveness goes down after the 
expiration date. If you have any leftover 
sunscreen from last year check the dates 
before using! 
 
-Sunscreen should go on all exposed 
areas of your body. Most common 
forgotten areas are ears, neck, and 
exposed parts of your scalp. If you are at 
the beach, or wearing flip flops or sandals, 
put sunscreen on your feet. 

KindergaKindergartenrten Sun Protection Facts

KindergaKindergartenrten PTA Membership
A Great Gator applause for Mrs. Burnley's 
4th grade class for achieving 100% PTA 
membership in their class!!! They earned 
a PJ day, McDonalds coupon for free ice 
cream and a book/ball/game for their 
class. Mrs. Burnley will also be awarded 
money for classroom supplies!!! We still 
have a few classes so close (only one or 
two memberships away) to our next 
award. Who will achieve 100% PTA 
membership in their class for the next 
award?

Great job Gators, let's keep working 
toward 100% membership. 



First Grade
The students looked FABULOUS as they came 
dressed to represent possible future career 
choices!  It was interesting to hear them share 
what they wanted to be in the future! The 
students really enjoyed sharing their career and 
learning about other career choices.  

Please continue to review and reinforce the 
numbers 1-20 with your child.  We will continue 
to review and build on skills previously acquired. 
As we look ahead to throughout the month of 
April, students will be counting by 1’s and 10’s 
to 100, and identifying one more and one less 
than a given number.  Every child loves to play 
with money AND to spend money, so it is 
important that they understand the value of 
coins. You might reinforce the names of coins 
and their values by having your child sort the 
coins in your wallet. Have him count by 1’s as 
you add up all the pennies, by 5’s as you count 
up all the nickels, and by 10’s as you add up all 
the dimes. A five to ten minute review using this 
game would be both fun and beneficial!

To encourage writing, have your child write 
notes or send emails to family members and 
friends telling about Spring Break adventures. 

Please refer to your child’s personal Goal Folder 
for individual goals that your child is working on.  
This is an exciting time of year as we see 
students beginning to SOAR with reading, 
writing and math skills.  Please read with your 
child each night.  Also, focusing on the Word 
Lists in the Goal Folder is very important.  
Knowing sight words will build your child’s 
confidence when reading and help them 
become more fluent readers.  Make reading 
together a priority in your family!

Grade Level News

Pole Green 1st “Gators” are showing their 
determination and perseverance when faced with a 
challenging activity or task.  We GRIT it out and 
approach the challenge from different ways to achieve 
success!

G Give it your all 
R Reach deep into your brain
I Imagine the happiness you’ll feel when you succeed
T Take a positive approach to the challenge

KindergaKindergartenrten Kindergarten 

Second Grade
The fun and excitement in 2nd grade will continue 
throughout April!  In math, we will focus on some new 
concepts: Fractions and Measurement.  Students will 
be identifying fractions in halves, thirds, fourths, 
sixths and eighths.  Students will use symbols to 
represent fractions and will be comparing different 
fractions.  Students will estimate and measure objects 
to the nearest inch and weight to the nearest pound.

In Social Studies, we will wrap up our units on Famous 
Americans and Economics. We will begin a new unit 
on Native Americans.   Our focus will be on the 
Powhatan of the Eastern Woodlands, the Lakota of 
the Plains and Pueblo Indians of the Southwest.  We 
are looking forward to lots of learning throughout the 
month of April.  



Third Grade

Grade Level News(Continued)

Fourth Grade
Now that spring is here, the fourth grade team is 
working hard to finish teaching the 4th grade content 
and preparing the students for SOL testing. In reading, 
the students will finish up their final units and start 
practicing test-taking strategies with cold read 
passages. Parents can help by reviewing any reading 
passages sent home in the HOME folder and 
encourage their child to read independently at home.

In Social Studies, the students will finish their study of 
Virginia History with a focus on the 20th Century and 
the Branches of Government. Please make sure you 
review the study guides daily to help your child 
prepare.

Our final math units will include fraction and decimal 
computation, measurement and graphing. This is the 
one subject area in which the students may not learn 
everything before the SOL test. We will do our best to 
prepare the students as much as possible but you can 
do your part by reviewing their papers in their HOME 
folder. If you have not heard about 
scholasticstudyjams.com, please check out this 
awesome website.  It is another way for your child to 
enjoy reviewing math and science content! 

We will get April off to a start with Spring Break 
the week of April 5-9! Then, third graders will be 
ready to learn even more and prepare for those 
upcoming Standards of Learning tests. During 
reading, we will focus on questioning strategies 
as we read passages and answer questions 
about what was read. We will also investigate 
cause and effect relationships. Our word study 
skill will have us exploring contractions. During 
writing, we will focus on “how to” paragraphs as 
we continue with expository writing as a unit. As 
usual, we will be as busy as bees! Social studies 
captures our attention again during the month 
of April. We will learn all about the amazing 
ancient civilizations of Greece, Rome, and Mali 
as a continuation of our ancient studies. 
Students will become engrossed in the 
geography, architecture, government, sports, 
and economics of these amazing cultures. We 
also love to read lots of engaging myths from 
these ancient worlds. Our math focus in March 
will be fractions. We will start with the basics of 
identifying fractions of a whole and of a set 
since students missed this unit at the end of 
second grade. Third graders will learn to 
compare, add, and subtract fractions as well. 
Next up in math will be customary 
measurement. On April 26, students will 
participate in another flexible learning day from 
home. During the month of April, Gators will 
enjoy Math Week activities during the week of 
April 12-16 as well as the ever-popular Science 
Night on April 22nd. Many portions of these 
events will occur at school while some will 
happen virtually. Be on the lookout for 
information regarding all of these exciting 
activities! April is surely abuzz with exciting 
learning opportunities all around!

Fifth Grade
We’re heading straight for the finish line, as we enter 
the last marking period of this school year.  We’ll be 
taking a close look at finding perimeter, area and 
volume in our math classes. Science classes continue 
to intrigue us with interesting work in our 
oceanography unit. And finally, the language arts 
program will tweak our writing and research skills as 
we make connections to great literature.



Remember to any submissions to the newsletter are due on the 20th of each month. 
Maurice Aufderheide— Editor

mauriceaufderheide@icloud.com


