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Administrator's Corner
Happy February,

First, I want to send out a great big ‘Thank You’ to all who made 
our first annuaml Role Model Rumba such a smashing success. 
We had a blast dancing the night away and cannot wait to do it 
again next year!

This month looks to be a quiet one and hopefully the weather will 
follow suit. Our monthly spirit night will take place all day at 
Marco’s Pizza on February 20th. Marco’s will donate a percent of 
all order in or carryout sales who mention Pole Green Elementary. 
I would like to continue to encourage you to support our Spirit 
Nights and Community Programs with Box Tops. These events and 
programs help raise money for our PTA, so we can continue to 
support our children and the staff of PGES. Thank you for taking 
time to support our school. 

The annual Variety Show has been postponed while the music 
room gets back up and running. We’re currently working hard on 
ideas for a replacement event which will take place on February 
13th. Please keep an eye on Tuesday Folders and your e-mail for 
more information on both the new PTA night and the Variety 
Show.

Thank you for your continued support.

Be Well,
Sam Hudgins
PTA President
president@pgespta.org

We are now in the second semester 
of school.  Our students and teachers 
continue to work hard each day and 
their accomplishments are on display 
throughout the building.  You can 
enjoy pictures, posters, and projects 
in each hall and even in the cafeteria.

This is also the time during the school 
year when teachers assess individual 
student progress.  Sometimes 
student skills may lag behind the 
grade level expectations.  In 
determining the best academic path 
for each student, a teacher may 
contact you about a possible 
retention and establish goals for 
student progress. The “possible 
retention” notice is an alert that a 
student will not be ready for the next 
grade at the academic pace he or she 
is making, and therefore, 
interventions both at school and 
home will be necessary. 

Ms. Rhonda Voorhees, Principal

For absences please call the 
ATTENDENCE LINE 365-4714



Final decisions for retention are not made until May.  In addition, 
letters will be sent home to students who may be in danger of 
violating the county attendance policy.  Student attendance is 
crucial for academic progress and we appreciate your efforts to 
have your children at school each day and in the classroom on 
time to limit the interruptions to all students and teachers.  Our 
next parent-teacher conferences will be held on Thursday, 
February 22.  If you have specific concerns about your child’s 
progress, please schedule a conference with the teacher.

R.E.B. Teaching Award Nominations 
The R.E.B. Awards for Teaching Excellence were established in 
1988 to recognize public school teachers who have distinguished 
themselves by their inspiring classroom performance. This 
program has been developed by The Community Foundation and 
is funded by the R.E.B. Foundation.  The R.E.B. Foundation 
believes that a child’s educational experience at the elementary, 
middle, and high school levels should develop basic skills and 
form positive life-long habits toward learning and discipline. The 
R.E.B. Foundation is committed to improving public education so 
as to benefit a broad segment of the community. 

The R.E.B. awards are designed to identify, recognize, and support 
teaching excellence in the metropolitan Richmond public school 
systems. Grants ranging from $4,000 to $12,000 each will be 
given to approximately fifteen teachers to support professional 
development activities. Recipients will be required to share 
educational ideas and experiences with fellow teachers.

The Community Foundation invites nominations from students, 
parents, colleagues, school personnel and administration, and the 
community at-large. Teachers are not permitted to self-nominate 
and Principals may not nominate their own teachers.  The eleven-
member Steering Committee will review each nomination to 
determine final candidates. Final candidates will be asked to 
submit proposals and participate in an interview describing use of 
the award.

If you are interested in nominating a teacher, please visit the 
website for full criteria details for nomination and eligibility rules 
at http://www.tcfrichmond.org/

Happy February everyone! I was able 
to meet with and register all 5th 
graders for Middle School! Wohoo! 
Please let me know if you have any 
questions regarding middle school 
registration. A course verification form 
will be going home with each 5th grade 
student when they receive their 
interims on March 2nd. 
 
Since I am officially done with middle 
school registration, I am now able to 
get back in the classroom for classroom 
guidance lessons. Each grade level 
receives lessons related to academic, 
personal/social, and career standards. 
1st grade lessons will include various 
topics such as: feelings, self-control, 
caring character, listening, as well as 
two career lessons. 2nd grade lessons 
will receive diversity, checking your 
work, friendship, and honesty lessons, 
as well as two career lessons. 3rd 
grade lessons will consist of: learning 
styles, stress reduction, cooperation, 
positive thinking, as well as two career 
lessons. 4th grade lessons will consist 
of: homework help, stress reduction, 
goal setting, perseverance, as well as 
two career lessons. The majority of 5th 
grade lessons during the spring will be 
middle school transition lessons, as 
well as two career lessons. 
 
Along with my career lessons, I will be 
asking for a parent volunteer in each 
classroom (K-5th), to come in and 
present about his or her career. If you 
are interested in volunteering, please 
contact me at (804)365-4705. 

Administrator's Corner 
(Continued)

Counselor's Corner



Lastly, Village Projects are still taking place in your child's classroom. Check out Ms. Miller's (4th grade) and Ms. Williams' 
(2nd grade) Village Project from December. They were able to collect Christmas donations (toys and supplies) for children 
in need through the Salvation Army's Fox Sox program. They did an awesome job helping deliver all of the donations! Keep 
up the great work Villages!
 
Take care,
Sydney Ellis
School Counselor

Counselor's Corner(Continued)



 

1st Grade
The season of LOVE is upon us!  So, what do 
the Pole Green first grade teachers love about 
school?  Read on to find out!

V Very motivated students
A Action in the classroom
L Late arrivals for weather (okay, okay)
E Exciting learning opportunities
N New books to read
T Thoughtful story writing
I Interesting student ideas
N New discoveries 
E exciting science experiments
‘ 
S Smiling students faces 

D Delightful compliments from students
A Another chance to make a difference
Y Young minds growing

Kindergarten

Grade Level News

Students are expressing written ideas by using a 
combination of phonetic spellings (letters representing 
the letter sounds they hear) and a few high frequency 
words. You might try some of these ideas for 
reinforcing writing skills at home:

• Give your child a Writers Briefcase (or small 
suitcase) with markers, pencils (colored and #2), 
pens, stationery and other varieties of paper, a 
diary, a white board or chalk board with chalk, old 
cards, envelopes and/or Post-It notes. 

• Exchange post-it notes with your child. The notes 
would include brief messages of praise and love.

• Allow your child to “write” captions under his own 
family photographs. 

• Encourage your child to assist with making the 
shopping list. 

• Encourage your child to write or email family 
members and friends. This month, he can create his 
own special Valentines! 

Reading and writing go hand in hand. Have your child 
read to you what he has written. The key to promoting 
early literacy is to provide plenty of encouragement 
and positive reading and writing experiences. Please 
praise your child for the improvement noted in 
phonetic spellings, spaces between words and use of 
ending punctuation. Praise your child for the expression 
he is using when reading to you. 

In math during the month of February, students will be 
completing numbers 11-20 and will spend time creating, 
reading, and interpreting a graph.  

We thank you for all that you do at home to help your 
child succeed. We’re looking forward to another 
semester together.



Grade Level News (continued)

3rd Grade2nd Grade
Here in third grade, we’re braving the cold while we warm up 
to lots of learning in the classroom!  In the area of science, 
we are focusing on animal habitats.  Students are 
investigating specific habitats around our world, including 
animals, plant life, physical characteristics, and climate.  We 
will have a blast creating trioramas showcasing each habitat 
in a 3D version.  Later in February, we will finally delve into 
the first of the ancient civilizations that we will be studying 
for the remainder of the year.  Students will learn all about 
the amazing world of ancient Greece.  From the vast 
landscape itself to the brilliant government to the beautiful 
architecture, Greece always intrigues our third graders!

We are busy working on multiplication concepts and facts 
during our math time!  After spending a week or so 
understanding what multiplication means and working 
through a variety of strategies, it’s time to buckle down and 
learn those facts!  There are so many great tips and tricks and 
we try to teach them all.  It really is important that students 
spend some at-home time each week learning their facts.  It’s 
better to learn them now than to have to continue to 
memorize them in fourth or even fifth grade when so many 
other math skills rely on the quick recall of multiplication 
facts.  So try to really get excited about it and encourage your 
child to use his/her grit and reach those math goals.  It will 
make a world of difference in the future!

Students continue to read a variety of fiction, non-fiction, and 
poetry while focusing on specific comprehension skills and 
fluency strategies during our language arts block.  We spend a 
great deal of class time writing in our journals as well.  
Students are becoming more familiar with and more skilled at 
using various reference sources at this time including the 
thesaurus, dictionary, encyclopedia, and internet.  As we near 
springtime, we are definitely spending some more time 
working on cold reads to practice those test-taking skills.  
We’re clearly focusing on learning how to answer questions 
about fiction, non-fiction, and poetry passages.

It is hard to believe that we are now in the 
second half of the school year!  The students 
have adjusted back into the routines from our 
Winter Break and all of the snow days, and this 
promises to be a fun and busy month of 
learning!

In Math, we are learning to understand Place 
Value concepts.  Students are reading and 
representing numbers correctly that have 3 or 
more digits.  They are also working to compare 
these numbers and even round them correctly 
to the nearest ten.  Later, we will apply our 
knowledge as we learn to add and subtract 
larger numbers.  Please remember to review 
basic facts at home with your child.  You can use 
flash cards or review games on your iPad or 
computers.

In our Unit Study time, we will focus on Social 
Studies concepts associated with Geography.  
The students will learn their place on the globe 
and identify continents, oceans, and major 
landforms in the United States.  

We will continue with Reading groups as normal 
along with Fundations skills and Writing.  

As always, thank you for everything you do to 
support your child, teachers, and school!  



Grade Level News (continued)

PTA Membership 4th Grade

Wow! Our 5th graders are half way through their last year in 
elementary school. We anticipate our DARE graduation to 
be held sometime this month. We’ll also spend time 
preparing to take the reading and math benchmark tests. 
Our language arts classes continue to focus on developing, 
and practicing good writing and reading skills. Most math 
classes will be busy with “Fraction Computation”. Science 
and Social Studies courses round out our curriculum, by 
continuing with our fourth rotation for science, and taking a 
look at the different regions across our grand country in 
social studies.

Hello PGES Parents! This has been 
another great year for PTA memberships. 
We have over 400 members! We plan on 
holding a drawing for a gift card toward 
school supplies in March for classrooms 
with 100% membership and several 
teachers are so close. Having so much 
participation has allowed our children 
and families to enjoy great PTA sponsored 
activities. 

Being part of the PTA membership team 
is a great way to get involved. As part of 
membership you will get to man the 
membership booth at some of our events 
and meet all of our great PGES teachers, 
parents and children. You would help 
involve the community by collecting 
incentives for teachers. Most of the work 
is done behind the scenes by keeping 
track of memberships and PTA rewards 
the school earns. If this sounds like an 
area that you are interested in being 
involved in email me at 
mattniks@comcast.net. 

In February, we were scheduled to have parent/ teacher 
conferences. Due to inclement weather, these have been 
canceled, however if your child is struggling in an area, it is 
essential to meet with your child’s teacher to discuss 
strategies that can be developed to help to improve your 
child’s academic experience. Please contact your child’s 
teacher to schedule a mutual time.

This month, the students will continue working on fractions 
in math class.  During this unit, it is helpful if parents check 
over homework daily to make sure that concepts are being 
understood. Fractions can be challenging and many students 
will appreciate a helping hand.

Our study of Virginia History continues with a study of our 
New Nation after the war. We will focus on important 
people and documents. We will also be studying ecosystems 
and weather in Science. Please remind your child to review 
the study guide each day and to fill out the study log.

5th Grade



Remember to any submissions to the newsletter are due on the 20th of each month. 
Maurice Aufderheide — Editor

mauriceaufderheide@icloud.com

What is happening this month


