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Administrator's Corner

Great Gator Families,

Are you as excited for March as I am? Not only will we be 
welcoming Spring (fingers crossed) but one of my favorite PTA 
event happens this month – Family Fitness Night! March 25th Mrs. 
MacInnis will lead families in physical fitness activities via taped 
sessions that will be released on the PTA Facebook page.  I highly 
encourage parents to join in with their students on this one.  We 
will also be hosting a General Membership Meeting.  

Gator Alumni, the deadline to apply for the PGES PTA scholarship 
is March 15th. Applications and instructions can be found either 
with your Hanover High counselor or on our website at 
www.PoleGreenPTA.org. We look forward to several submissions!

The PTA cannot run without its volunteers! We have the position 
of Vice President, Secretary, Recording Secretary, Watch Dogs, 
and Education of Arts open on the board next year.  There are 
also a number of different volunteer options to explore, please 
consider volunteering with one of our amazing committees.  You 
can even grab a friend to join you as many committee positions 
can be co-chaired. There are two types of positions – board 
voting positions, who must be voted in, and committee chairs. 

As always thank you for your continued support. It’s never too 
late to become a member of the PTA or volunteer and if you have 
any questions, email me at President@polegreenpta.org.

Respectfully,
Stephanie Beardslee

Ms. Rhonda Voorhees, Principal

For absences please call the 
ATTENDENCE LINE 365-4714

President’s Message
PGES SCHOOL FUNDRAISER – BoosterThon FUN RUN

Booster-Thon Fun Run is returning to PGES!  The Fun 
Run is an active student run in which students get 
parents, families, and friends from across the nation 
to support them with online pledges for each lap they 
complete!  The Fun Run theme, Sports City Now, 
includes character education lessons to include 
teamwork, care, courage, grit and celebration.  This is 
our only school sponsored fundraiser, and we depend 
on these funds to provide students with the best 
opportunities for engaging learning resources and 
opportunities.  Funds are needed for our Ipads 
because the majority of our IPads are older and will 
no longer update for new apps.  We are also planning 
for additional reading books for our students to 
create more student choices for reading. We would 
like to add some updates to our Library for flexible 
reading centers. The fundraiser provides the funds 
necessary for teachers to purchase “extras” for their 
classes for engaging learning, activities and games.  
100% of monies raised through the Fun Run are used 
to support STUDENTS at school.  Our Fun Run date is 
Thursday, March 18!  Registration information will be 
sent home on March 10.

(Continued)



SOL Testing for Grades 3, 4, and 5
Students in grades 3, 4 and 5 will take SOL tests during the testing window of May 10 – June 4.  We share the testing 
window with families in advance so you can plan accordingly so your student is present and available for testing during the 
testing window.  More information about specific tests on each day will be provided later.

Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten registration for rising kindergarten students will likely be with individual appointments.  Hanover County 
Schools is still working on this plan, and we will share as soon as we know.  For your planning, you can start gathering 
required documentation for student registration:
• Birth Certificate (student must be 5 years of age by September 30, 2019)
• Proof of Residency – 3 items required (may include income tax return, W-2 forms, deed or lease, property tax, payroll 

check within three months)
• Physical Form (if you do not have this ready it may be turned in at a later date, but must be on file before your student 

can begin school)

COMPUTER CODING IS FUN!
If you think your child would be interested in learning some fun computer coding, check out, https://code.org.  This 
website hosts games to teach students computer coding using Minecraft, Angry Birds, Star Wars, and many other games to 
use computer coding to get the characters to move.  This is a great way to help students learn how their math and 
reasoning skills are relevant to real world learning such as computer coding to build computer programs and of course, 
games.

Administrator's Corner (continued)

Hello March! Crossing our fingers that warmer weather is just around the corner! I would like to thank everyone who 
made Mrs. Broaddus and I feel extra special during National School Counseling Week in February. We felt so loved and so 
proud to be your PGES School Counselors! There are only a couple of announcements for March:
 
I will be starting to introduce some career/post-secondary education activities to students. I am still asking for parent 
volunteer speakers for a "Career Café" in certain classrooms this month. During lunch or snack, students will watch a 
virtual 20 minute presentation. Presentations may be prerecorded or live. Parents are encouraged to show materials, 
models, or displays, to help students visualize what their career entails. If you are interested in this opportunity and want 
to be on the list of potential speakers, please feel free to let me know. I can be reached at (804)365-4705 
or shobbs@hcps.us. 
 
Attention 5th Grade parents! 
Please make sure that you have looked over everything in your child's middle school information packet. These were sent 
home in January. If you are still in need of this information, please let me know as soon as possible. Also, if your child will 
attend a middle school other than OKMS and you have not yet contacted me, please do so before the registration begins 
on Monday, March 8th. 
 
This is a reminder that the Parent Portal will close on March 1st. If you chose to register through Parent Portal, I am still 
required to meet with your student in order to make sure all the courses selected are appropriate. You are not required to 
do this before our meeting and you may also still sign up for an appointment if you so choose. Also, using Parent Portal 
early does not mean your child is guaranteed the courses you select; it's just another option for course selection. You will 
find the Parent Portal directions in the packet.
 
Lastly, if you are wanting to sign up for a Middle School Registration Meeting virtually, please use this link:  
http://bit.ly/pgesregistration
 

Counselor's Corner



First Grade
The students are SOARING in their reading, 
writing, and mathematical skills!  It is very 
important that you are reading with your child 
each night.  It is also important that you are 
focusing on the Word Lists in the Goal Folder.  
Knowing sight words will build your child’s 
confidence when reading and help them 
become more fluent readers.  Reading should 
be a priority each and every night!  Your child’s 
personal Goal Folder also has goals your child 
should be working towards.  

The students are writing each day in class.  You 
can help your child at home by calling out three 
letter CVC words and have your child tap them 
out and write them on paper or by using 
magnetic letters.  Also, use the words on Word 
Lists A, B and C in the Goal Folder and have 
him/her write sentences.  

In Math, students will be composing and 
decomposing numbers to 10.  This can be a very 
difficult concept for many kindergarteners.  
Students are engaged in many different games 
using manipulatives and two color counters to 
learn different ways to figure out the part-part-
whole relationships of numbers.  Please 
reinforce number bonds to 10 at home.  It can 
be as simple as using cereal, cars, beads, etc. to 
create number bonds.  Also, please continue to 
reinforce the numbers 1-20 with your child.  We 
will continue to review and build on skills 
previously acquired. 

Grade Level News

SPRING almost has SPRUNG!  What are we looking 
forward to when old man winter finally goes back 
home?

S Sunny, warm days on the playground
P Planting seeds of knowledge in our classrooms
R Reading more and more each and every day
I Initiating new learning
N New ideas blossoming from our students
G Growing our minds in all academic areas

KindergaKindergartenrten Kindergarten 

Second Grade
The fun and excitement in 2nd grade will continue 
throughout March!  In math, we will focus on some 
new concepts: 2-digit addition with no regrouping as 
well as regrouping.  Students will also be using 
estimation as a technique to help solve addition 
problems.   In Social Studies, we will be learning about 
Famous Americans. The famous American we will 
focus on are: Rosa Parks, Jackie Robinson, Thurgood 
Marshall, Cesar Chavez, George Washington Carver 
and Helen Keller. We will begin a new unit on 
Economics.   We are extremely excited about our 
School Boosterthon Dance Fit Party!  We would like to 
thank all of the families for their support and 
generous donations!    



Third Grade

Grade Level News(Continued)

Fourth Grade
Fourth grade starts off with learning about the Civil 
War and the Reconstruction Era. We will focus on the 
major events that took place in Virginia and the many 
Virginians who played a role in this historical event. 
In math, we will be learning Decimal Number Sense. 
This will be the students first exposure to decimals. 
You can help your child by checking out the activities 
on Schoology. 

For reading, the students will be writing a How To 
expository writing. The rest of the time we will be 
reviewing some previously taught concepts such as 
main idea, character traits and context clues.!
The Fourth Grade Team

Spring is just around the corner and I believe we 
are all ready for some warmer weather and 
more sunshine as we spring forward on March 
14th and welcome the season officially on 
March 20th! During language arts in the month 
of March, we will read a great deal of animal 
non-fiction stories. Students will explore the 
Who Would Win? series and learn more about 
comparing and contrasting while reading. We 
will apply what we learn to also write expository 
pieces comparing and contrasting. This will 
require a look back at descriptive writing 
techniques learned earlier in the year. It will be 
most fun to compare and contrast ourselves to a 
classmate! We jump back into science during 
the month of March with a focus on animals. 
This is always a favorite subject for third graders. 
We will investigate physical and behavioral 
adaptations, food chains, and both terrestrial 
and aquatic ecosystems. Students will be 
involved in hands-on activities, experiments, 
and research as well. Science rules! Our math 
focus in March will be finishing up division 
strategies and then really working on 
memorizing our multiplication and division facts. 
We use a variety of techniques to help students 
master their facts including websites, flashcards, 
games, and of course, songs. Next up in math 
will be fractions! On March 5th, students will 
participate in their first flexible learning day 
from home. More details will come home soon. 
Also, we are all looking forward to the annual 
Pole Green Boosterthon Fun Run that will be 
held on March 18th! Be on the lookout for more 
information regarding this exciting fundraiser 
event. Finally, let’s hope that sneaky leprechaun 
minds his manners and stays out of mischief on 
St. Patrick’s Day!

Fifth Grade
All 5th grade Gators are gearing up for the big, writing, 
project based assessment (PBA) this month. Our 
research skills and access to the internet, have proven 
to be invaluable resources to help us prepare.
Science classes will focus on understanding the 
mysteries of the oceans deep. And 5th grade math 
lessons will be centered around algebra, patterns and 
measurement.

Our DARE lessons are complete, with the poster 
project and essays behind us. All students that have 
completed the program, will be given a DARE tee shirt 
(no charge) to wear to their, in-class graduation event.



Remember to any submissions to the newsletter are due on the 20th of each month. 
Maurice Aufderheide— Editor

mauriceaufderheide@icloud.com


