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Administrator's Corner

Happy New Year Gator families and staff, 

I hope everyone enjoyed the long Winter Break. 

We have a few exciting spirit nights this month.  
We have Buffalo Wild Wings on January 13th, and 
McDonald’s on January 18th.  Keep an eye out for 
any additions.  We hope to see you there.  

Please consider joining the PTA if you haven’t 
done so yet. We are almost to our goal of 80% 
membership. Thank you all for your support 
through the first half of this school year and we 
are hopeful we can hold some exciting events in 
the second half of the year.  

Sincerely,

Stephanie Beardslee 
PGES PTA President 
president@polegreenpta.org

Ms. Rhonda Voorhees, Principal

For absences please call the 
ATTENDENCE LINE 365-4714

President’s Message
Happy New Year!  The school year will be half over 
by the end of this month, which is hard to believe.  
We have enjoyed a lot of exciting learning and 
engaging activities during the first semester, and 
look forward to a GREAT second semester!  As a 
NASA recognized school in November 2017, we 
received calendars to share with our families again 
for 2021.  These were sent home with your student 
last week. I hope your families enjoy the NASA 
International Space Station calendars!

Often in January, we reflect on those who were 
important to us during the past year.  The 
administrative team always thinks of teachers, 
parents and students during this time.  Pole Green 
teachers are commended for the hours of dedication 
and commitment to our student’s academic 
experiences and success.  The administrative team 
appreciates your hard work to make learning fun 
and individualized for your students.  This is ever 
more important during the efforts of everyone 
during our Covid school year, with new logistics, 
teaching methods and routines. GREAT Gators 
Accomplish GREAT Things!



The students of Pole Green are also acknowledged for your hard work so far this school year.  Again, the 
administrators see your efforts through your completed work, projects, hallway displays, report card 
reviews, and classroom visits.  We enjoy working with you and applaud all that you do each day.  The 
pandemic may have changed your ‘way’ of learning for this school year, but it certainly hasn’t changed 
your GREAT Gator perseverance!  You are GREAT Gators!
We would like to thank the PTA and all of our parents and community for their support during the school 
year.  Our PTA is very dedicated to the school and contributes numerous hours to assist in the academic 
growth in our school.  We recognize and appreciate the parent involvement and support that our parents 
and PTA provide to us on a regular basis.  Thank you for all that you do to improve our school, support 
our staff and work with our students.  Parents and community have truly supported us you’re your kind 
words, collaborating on times when quarantine is necessary, and patience through a pandemic school 
year.  Together we are Great Gators!

Inclement Weather
During the winter months, we watch the weather forecast closely.  We expect that inclement weather 
will happen which may impact the school day.  To prepare for emergency school closings, it is important 
that your child’s teacher knows where to send your child.  If an emergency early release is called and 
your child is to be sent somewhere DIFFERENT than the normal dismissal procedure, we request that you 
put this in writing to the teacher today.  Due to the number of students at Pole Green we are not able to 
contact parents individually when an emergency dismissal occurs.  In case of inclement weather you can 
check the Hanover County Public Schools Facebook page, Twitter or Instagram account, the Hanover 
County Public Schools website, or listen to a local radio or television station.  We appreciate your 
attention and assistance during the winter months.

Student Progress
This is also the time during the school year when teachers assess individual student progress.  Sometimes 
student skills may lag behind the grade level expectations.  In determining the best academic path for 
each student, a teacher may send home a retention notice with the March 5 Interim which would 
indicate a lack of satisfactory progress in essential academic skills.  The “possible retention” notice is an 
alert that a student will not be ready for the next grade at the academic pace he or she is making, and 
therefore, interventions both at school and home will be necessary.   Final decisions for retention 
recommendations are not made until May.  In addition, letters will be sent home to students who may be 
in danger of violating the county attendance policy.  Student attendance is crucial for academic progress 
and we appreciate your efforts to have your children at school each day and in the classroom on time to 
limit the interruptions to all students and teachers.  Our next parent-teacher conferences will be held on 
Thursday, February 25.  If you have specific concerns about your child’s progress, please schedule a 
conference with the teacher.

Administrator's Corner (continued)



Happy January! 
 
Thank you to all who helped support our families in need this year! We were able to provide clothing, gifts, and 
food to all of our families who needed assistance during the Holidays. We were also able to provide canned 
goods to MCEF (Mechanicsville Churches Emergency Functions), Mechanicsville's local food bank. Thank you will 
never be enough for all of your amazing generosity. Also, thank you to the 4th and 5th grade Student Council 
representatives for working so hard on this community service project! 
 
We will be celebrating our second group of HEROs this month. Students are chosen to be HEROs every nine 
weeks by either their teachers or their peers. Students who demonstrate the 9 weeks' character trait are 
nominated. The character trait for this 9 weeks is HONESTY. The names of all HEROs will be announced on the 
morning announcements on January 28th and will also participate in a school-wide video about honesty. 
Students will receive a special prize and certificate to take home. 
 
Be on the lookout for more information regarding Small Groups being offered in the Spring. Letters will be sent 
home in students' take-home folders. Also, a parent workshop on Managing Emotions will be offered in March, 
and one on Mental Health and Gaming in May.
 
Attention 5th Grade Parents!
Middle School Registration will not take place until March this year. More information will be sent home with 
your child at the end of January. Please make sure to read this information thoroughly, as there are so many new 
steps to the registration process. I will be sending home a letter with all of the details needed!
 
Lastly, I am looking for parents who are interested in speaking to their child's class about their career. The 
presentation is informal and is only about 25 minutes. All Career Cafe's will be held virtually this year and will 
take place during student lunches. Let me know if you are interested or would like more information. 
  
Sydney Hobbs
PGES School Counselor

Counselor's Corner

The window for gifted referrals is here. 
Spring referrals for Gifted and Talented Testing will be accepted between January 4th and January 25th. If you 
would like to refer your child (grades K-5) for testing, please talk to your child’s teacher and then send an email 
stating such to Sandy Cario at scario@hcps.us.   Classroom teachers should be part of the communication process 
as they will be required to submit work products. 

Initial Referral paperwork and Permission to test paperwork will be due to Sandy Cario on or before January 29th 
for your child to be eligible for testing.  

If you have any questions about the referral process in general, whether you should refer your child, or general 
testing questions, please feel free to send those inquiries directly to me. 

Sincerely,
Sandy Cario

Gifted Referrals 



First Grade
Happy New Year! We are excited about what 
our kindergarten students will be accomplishing 
in 2021! Our goal is to have stronger readers, 
writers, mathematicians and scientists in 
kindergarten!  Please practice identifying sight 
words from your child’s Goal Folder each night.  
You can make it fun by creating flash cards, 
rainbow writing the words, or by playing sight 
word Candyland with your child.   Watch your 
child’s personal Goal Folder and celebrate the 
growth you see evident. Listen to your child 
read each night. Have your child complete 
activities on Seesaw and read books on RAZ-Kids.  
Provide opportunities for writing.  

In January, students will begin focusing on 
number bonds (part-part-whole relationships) 
for numbers 0-5.  Please reinforce this concept 
at home.  Number bonds can be a very difficult 
concept for kindergarteners to understand.  We 
will also be making weather observations and 
focusing on Winter! Do you think we will get 
more SNOW?  Our students are predicting that 
we will!  

Grade Level News

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  Welcome to 2021!  We are very 
excited to begin this new year teaching and learning 
with your children.  We look forward to exciting days 
filled with energy and enthusiasm for strengthening 
our brains!

H How can we make this year successful?
A Another year to grow and learn
P Problems arise, but we can solve them
P Prepared to go above and beyond expectations
Y Young minds exploring our world

N New learning filling our brains
E Extra smiles every day
W Winter cold outside; warm hearts inside

Y Youthful energy all around
E Every challenge we can accept
A Always a fresh start to each day
R Reading stamina is increasing

KindergaKindergartenrten Kindergarten 

Second Grade
The fun and excitement in 2nd grade will continue 
throughout January!  In math, we will continue to 
identify balanced equations.  Children will be able to 
identify if equations are equal or not equal.  We will 
begin our new unit: Place Value.  In science, we will be 
learning about Animal Adaptations. Children will be 
able to identify the physical as well as behavioral 
adaptations animals exhibit in order to survive and 
thrive in their natural habitat.   We are looking 
forward to lots of learning throughout the month of 
January.  We are hoping January brings snowy weather, 
so we can get outside and play in it!  



Happy New Year to you all and we certainly hope your holidays were joyful and that 2021 holds so much 
promise! Here in third grade, we will hit the ground running as we near the end of the first semester. 
During our language arts time, we will focus on non-fiction texts and all of the specific features of fact-
filled books and magazines. From the table of contents to photographs with captions to the glossary, 
non-fiction texts are chock full of information. Students will learn how to use these non-fiction 
conventions to glean all that they can about a variety of topics. 

During our writing time, students will be using their descriptive writing and paragraph writing skills to 
compose a piece of writing that reflects the best part of themselves. This is always a favorite third grade 
writing project. We will also focus on the word study skill of prefixes and suffixes and how they can 
easily change the meaning of a base word. 

We find ourselves engrossed in the science of simple machines and how they make work in our 
everyday lives so much easier. Students are performing experiments, reading and writing about 
machines, and creating a flap book project as well. We culminate this unit with a focus on compound 
machines that make up our world. Our next unit of study will be citizenship and government. 

Our math focus for January will be on five and six digit place value and four digit addition and 
subtraction. We laid the foundation for these skills earlier in the year so we are simply extending that 
knowledge to larger numbers. The children are especially excited for our next topic of study in math - 
multiplication and division! 

Please note that there are some calendar changes as we near the end of the first semester. The final two 
days of the semester will be early dismissal days (January 27th and 28th). The first three school days 
following the final day of the semester will be teacher workdays as we prepare for changes that may 
occur as we enter the second semester of the year (January 29th and February 1st and 2nd). Thank you 
for all of your patience, support, and understanding as we continue to do all that we can to ensure 
learning success for all of our children while keeping them as safe and healthy as possible!

KindergaKindergartenrten

Grade Level News(Continued)

Third Grade



Fourth Grade

Grade Level News(Continued)

Fifth Grade
We offer our hard working 5th graders 
and their families, a special wish for the 
New Year for health and happiness. As 
we look forward to the New Year in the 
classroom, we’ll be focusing on fraction 
work in our math class, story elements 
and expository writing in our ELA course, 
and sound energy in our science classes. 
In addition, Officer Hughes has assigned 
the DARE poster project, which is a 
required element for DARE graduation. 
The students should be working on theirs 
at home over the holiday, and will be due 
the week we return to school.

The 4th graders are excited to welcome the year 2021 and 
leave 2020 behind! We have some wonderful, new, and 
challenging content to start off the year.

 In math, the students will be reviewing multiplication and 
division for the first week. The rest of the month we will be 
studying Geometry. Our next unit will be fractions. This is 
one of the more challenging units in 4th grade and to be 
successful at this skill, it is essential that your child knows 
their math facts. Please continue to encourage your child to 
keep practicing with either flash cards or on the computer.

For reading, one of our skills will be to focus on word 
reference materials such as the dictionary, a glossary and the 
thesaurus.  We will encourage the students to practice using 
a dictionary, find the glossary in their nonfiction books and 
use a thesaurus to find synonyms in their writing.

In Social Studies, we will be covering several major events in 
our Virginia History. Students will learn about life in Colonial 
Virginia, discuss the Revolutionary War and our New Nation. 
This will be alot of information in a short amount of time so 
please study daily. Also, you can support the study of this 
content by visiting some of the amazing locations around our 
beautiful state such as Colonial Virginia and Yorktown.

At the end of January we will return to our 4th grade science 
and study Weather. Hopefully, we’ll have some snow days to 
discuss.

We hope 2021 is a year filled with happiness!



Remember to any submissions to the newsletter are due on the 20th of each month. 
Maurice Aufderheide— Editor

mauriceaufderheide@icloud.com


